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Death Claims Chancellor Emeritus Pliny T. Sexton 


On the morning of Saturday, September 6th, 
there flashed over the wires to the State Depart- 
ment of Education and to the newspapers of 
the State the news that the Honorable Pliny T. 
Sexton of Palmyra, N. Y., Chancellor Emeritus 
of The University of the State of New York, 
had the night before at 9.20 o’clock passed over 
this and the next. 


aroused in 


the border between world 
This 
emotions of 
notice of the passing of a great man, student, 


jurist, philanthropist, benefactor and educator. 


word thousands of citizens 


sorrow and regret for it gave 


Born in 1840 of Quaker parentage, he was 
in his youth educated in all virtues embodied 
in the religious belief of that denomination, 
with a firm confidence in the Omnipotence of 
a Supreme Being and with a broad charity 
toward the creed of every other person. He 
once declared that he was a member of every 
religious denomination and partial to none and 
in his benevolence was generous to the churches 
of every faith. 

Because of his Quaker training, slavery in 
any form was abhorrent and naturally when 
a young man at the time of the Civil War he 
was a staunch abolitionist. Many a fugitive 
slave found refuge at the secret station of the 
“underground railway” in his father’s home 
and was guided by him on his journey to the 
North country where he would be free and safe 
from arrest. 

His schooling was had in the Palmyra Clas- 
sical Union School which he entered the first 
year of its opening, and later at a preparatory 
school near Saratoga Springs from which he 
graduated. Because of his talent thus early 
manifested, he was elected editor of the Scien- 
tific American. Through his connection with 
this publication he made many lifelong acquain- 
tances and formed lasting friendships with the 
men of that day who were distinguished in 
letters and statecraft. When he was 19 years 
of age he received the degree of bachelor of 
laws from the Albany Law School and when 
21 years old he passed his examination for ad- 
mission to the bar. Although he never engaged 
in active practice, he became an expert constitu- 
tional lawyer and accumulated one of the finest 
of all private law libraries. Neither the profes- 
sion of law nor the field of politics, however, 


was to claim his best service. 


In 1864 his father organized the First 
National Bank of Palmyra and made his son 
cashier, which position he occupied until he was 
made upon the retirement of his father in 1876, 
president of the bank. This position he still 
held at the time of his death and it was to the 
science of banking that he gave his close atten- 
tion with a result that the bank of which he 
was president was recognized as one of the 
soundest financial institutions of the country 
because of the sterling integrity of its manage- 
ment. It is therefore not to be wondered at 
that he amassed a large fortune. This fact 
redounded to the great good of the community 
in which he lived and to the whole State of 
which he was so loyal a citizen. 

He took great interest in the village school 
from which he was a graduate and for 4 years 
from 1879 to 1883 was president of the board 
In 1890 he was elected by joint 
member of the 


of education. 
ballot of the Legislature a 
Board of Regents of The University of the 
State of New York. During the next 14 years 
he was assiduous in his devotion to the inter- 
ests of secondary and higher education. He 
was always present at the meetings of the 
Board of Regents and took an active and promi- 
nent part in the deliberations and in determin- 
ing the conclusions reached in such meetings. 
When the question of unification of the State 
Department of Public and the 
Regents of the University was under consid- 


Instruction 


eration, he was a staunch opponent of the bill 
which ultimately became enacted into law dur- 
ing the session of the Legislature of 1904. 
His action was not due to the fact that he 
was opposed to the underlying principle of the 
measure which was to do away with the fric- 
tion between the State Department of Public 
Instruction and the Regents of the University, 
constantly arising because of the apparent over- 
lapping of the authority of the one upon the 
other, but because he believed that the act was 
unconstitutional, in that, he thought that the 
members of the Board of Regents were elected 
for life and that the unification act legislated 
the old Board of Regents out of existence and 
provided for the election of a new board of 
twelve members. When the unification act 
became law, however, and Doctor Sexton was 
elected a member of the new Board, he 
acknowledged his defeat by giving —if that 
more care and more 


were possible — even 
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thought than ever to the solution of the new 
problems in education created by the unification 
act. He was present at every meeting. He 
gave of his time generously not only while in 
Albany but when at his home in Palmyra. He 
regarded the membership upon the Board of 
Regents not only as a great honor but involving 
as well a very great responsibility. Because 
fortune had favored him in the acquiring oi 
wealth, through all the years of his member- 
ship on the Board he generously paid all of 
his expenses incurred in attendance upon meet- 
ings of the Board of Regents. From April to 
December 1913 he acted as Commissioner of 
Education during the interval between the death 
of Dr Andrew S. Draper and the election of 
Dr John H. Finley. In 1915 he became Chan- 
cellor of The University of the State of New 
York. His election as Chancellor he considered 
to be the greatest honor attainable by any one. 
Upon his seventy-fifth birthday in 1915 the 
Board of Regents presented him a silver loving 
cup. It was in its fullest meaning a loving cup 
for he had endeared himself to every one of his 
associates. 

The following year his wife, who had been 
an invalid a long time, became so seriously ill 
that his attendance upon the meetings of the 
Board of Regents became impossible. By letter 
and personal interview, however, he still con- 
tinued to give of his wisdom gained by ex- 
perience in all important matters in which the 
Board was interested. In 1921 his wife, who 
was before her marriage Miss Harriet Hyde 





~ 


. 
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of Palmyra, died. Since 1861, the date of their 
marriage, and prior to that time as young 
people in the same village, these two had been 
devoted to each other. The so-called senti- 
mental devotion of lovers was no dream with 
them. It was a living reality from the days 
of their youth to the day when he had her body 
laid outside the window among the flowers and 
shrubs which they both had cherished, saying: 
“She will be buried beneath the window, for 
then she still will be near me. When I pass 
away, we will move on to the cemetery to- 
gether.” 

This tragedy was the beginning of his failing 
in health and on the afternoon of September 
8th, with a simple private burial service, this 
great man and his wife, companions since child- 
hood, were laid away to rest together. Only 
one hundred invited guests were present at the 
simple ceremony but the entire village of Pal- 
myra was in sorrow. The school was closed 
for the day and all of the business places were 
closed until 5 o’clock in the afternoon. 


There were many floral tributes but before 
the casket stood the last possible outward mani- 
festation of the high esteem and affectionate 
regard in which the Chancellor Emeritus of the 
Board of Regents was held by his associates 
—a tribute beautifully simple in its arrangement 
of those flowers which were typical of all of 
the best qualities of the human life which were 
characteristic of him whom the Board had 
known so intimately through a long number of 
years as their wise counsellor and friend. 





Salary Law Decision Upheld by Court 


The Appellate Division, Fourth Department, 
has unanimously affirmed the order of Supreme 
Court Justice Edgcomb, denying the application 
of Edith E. Armitage for an order of man- 
damus compelling the board of education of 
the city of Auburn to increase her salary. This 
case is of widespread interest. 

Miss Armitage, a teacher in one of the 
Auburn grade schools, brought action to compel 
the board of education to fix her salary for the 
past school year at $1600 instead of $1475. She 
contended that under the provisions of chapter 
851 of the Laws of 1923, amending the teach- 
ers’ salary law, when read in connection with 
section 888 of the Education Law, relating to 
salaries and increments, the board of education 
was bound to place her salary at the maximum 


under the new schedule required by the recent 
amendment, since she had been in service of the 
Auburn schools for more than 8 years. 

The petitioner. contended that she was en- 
titled to the salary represented by her years of 
service in the Auburn schools under the new 
schedule, which requires that provision be made 
for at least eight annual increments of $75 each, 
in addition to the minimum salary. Having 
served for more than 8 years Miss Armitage 
contended that she was entitled to an immediate 
payment of the maximum salary of $1600. 

Justice Edgcomb held that the legislation 
providing for minimum salaries for teachers 
beginning in 1919 was not to be given a retro- 


active effect. 
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Useful Career of Charles W. Bardeen Ended 


On August 19th the career of Charles W. 
Bardeen of Syracuse, N. Y., as a public edu- 
cator was closed by death. 

For a half century through the School Bulle- 
tin which he founded and to the editing and 
publishing of which he gave his closest atten- 
tion, he had throughout the 
United States as a clear thinker, a vigorous 
writer and an independent champion of that 
which he believed to be sound in education and 
therefore for the best interests of the public 
interests of the 


become known 


and especially for the best 
children of his adopted State. 

He was a native of Groton, Mass., and was 
born August 28, 1847.. He was a thoroughly 
trained man both by schooling and experience. 
In 1861 at the age of 14 years he managed to 
enlist with the First Massachusetts Volunteers 
as a drummer boy in the Civil War. He 
served in that capacity until the close of the 
war and many were the rich experiences of his 
service to his country that he could recount. 
That service developed in him patriotism and 
loyalty to the principles of right American 
government that rang true through all his writ- 
ings. After the war, at the Lawrenceville 
Academy he completed his preparation for ad- 
mission to college, entered Yale University and 
was graduated in June 1869. Until 1874 he 
taught school as high school principal in Con- 
necticut, as vice principal of the Connecticut 
State Normal School and as superintendent of 
schools at Whitehall, N. Y. 

In 1874 he took up his residence in Syracuse 
where he established the School Bulletin of 
which he was editor and proprietor for 50 years. 
It was his proud boast that he owned the School 
Bulletin and that nobody owned him or his 
opinions except himself. Together with the 
School Bulletin he established a teachers agency 
and entered upon the printing of school books, 
school helps or aids and carried on a general 
business in school supplies. 

At the Chicago International Congress in 
1893 he was appointed head of the department 
of educational publications. He was for a 
number of years director of the National Edu- 
cational Association and 1900 had held 
the office of president of the Educational Press 
Association of America. He was the author 


since 


of a number of publications which had a wide 
sale. 


But after all the School Bulletin was the 


medium through which his greatest educational 
influence was felt, and when at the end of 50 
years, because of an accident which resulted 
in the amputation of one of his limbs rendering 
it dificult for him to attend business, he an- 
that the School Bulletin would no 
longer be published, readers of educational 
journals felt that a strong force for 
education had been withdrawn from the field. 
This ending of his editorial work was the 
beginning of the gradual withdrawal of this 
greatly influential man from public view. 

To those who knew him best he was kindly, 
affectionate, to his friends loyal to the last 
degree, and to his family an indulgent, loving 
husband and father. While he was best known 
as an educator outside of Syracuse, within the 
city he was well known for his interest in civic 


nounced 


sound 


affairs. 

He was a lover of outdoor sports and was 
the first president of the Syracuse Tennis Club 
and the Onondaga Golf and Country Club as 
well as first president of the Syracuse Brown- 
ing Club and one of the founders of the Uni- 
versity Club. He was president of the 
Syracuse Yale Club, a founder of the Players’ 
Club now the Century Club, and in the broader 
field was a member of the American Geograph- 
ical Society, the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, and the American 
Social Science Association. 

Surviving him are three daughters and two 
sons all devoted to him through his lifetime 
and cherishing now the memory of the great 
service which their father rendered to the cause 
of education and through it to the upbuilding 
of the State and of the Nation. With a private 
simple burial service at his home on East 
Genesee street where he had lived for almost 
50 years he was taken to his final resting place 
in Oakwood cemetery, Syracuse. 





ona) 


Texas Takes Lead 
in Providing Teacherages 


In providing homes for teachers, Texas claims 
first place; a recent report to the United States 
Bureau of Education shows a total of 635 for 
that state. Nearly 600 of these homes are in 
rural districts. 
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East Rochester elementary school 


Many Communities Appropriate Funds for New Schools 


The opening and dedication of the new 
$180,000 elementary school in East Rochester 
took place May 23d. R. M. Little, Chief of 
the Rehabilitation Bureau of the Department, 
was one of the speakers. 

The new building, which will be used by the 
upper grades, contains sixteen classrooms, a 
principal’s office, a teachers’ rest room, rooms 
nurse and physical training 
for home- 


for the school 
teacher, a gymnasium and space 
making and manual training classes. 

During the summer a number of communities 
voted appropriations for new schools to relieve 
congested conditions. 

An appropriation of $15,000,000 for new public 
school sites and the construction of new school 
buildings was adopted by the board of estimate 
of New York City on June 27th. 

The Rochester common council on May 27th 
authorized a bond issue of $600,000 for two new 
schools. Each will have fourteen rooms. 

An appropriation of $260,000 for a new school 
at Smithtown Branch was voted on June 2d. 
Last spring this community approved the pur- 
chase of a site of 10% acres for the school at 
a cost of $30,000. 

By a vote of 169 to 20 taxpayers of the 
Rega District 8 appropriated 


Bergen and 


$180,000 on June 3d for a new school building. 
Taxpayers of District 12, Malverne, voted 
142 to 49 on May 27th to appropriate $200,000 


for the purchase of a site adjoining the Davison 
Avenue School and the erection of an addition 
to that school; and to purchase a site and erect 
a six-room school at Woodfield road and Pine- 
brook avenue. 

By a vote of 375 to 28 the proposition to spend 
$875,000 for the erection of additions to four 
elementary schools of White Plains was ap- 
proved on June 24th. 

An expenditure of $91,000 was approved by 
taxpayers of Gouverneur on July 10th to repair 
the high school damaged by fire on May 6th. 
The building will be used as an elementary 
school. 

Taxpayers of Valley Stream voted an appro- 
priation of $237,000 for the acquisition of two 
sites and the erection of a building on one of 
them. The meeting was held July Ist and the 
vote was 263 to 22. 

Unanimous approval was given at a meeting 
of Union Free School District 1 of Cuba on 
July 28th to the proposition presented by the 
board of education for the purchase of a site 
of a new school building to be erected in the 
future, for the remodeling of the building now 
standing on the site for temporary school pur- 
and for the issuance of not to 
exceed $10,000 for this expense. 


poses, bonds 
The voters of the Lynbrook school district on 
July lst approved an appropriation of $225,000 


for a new school. The vote was 150 to 19. 
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The erection of Albany’s first junior high 
school next spring has been promised by Mayor 
William S. Hackett. It is expected the cost 
will be $1,000,000. 

By a vote of 107 to 36 an appropriation of 
$185,000 was made on June 19th to replace the 
elementary school in Canton destroyed by fire 
last winter. 

Taxpayers of Newark on June 30th appro- 
priated $225,000 for a new elementary school. 
The vote was 352 to 168. 

A site costing $4000 has been purchased for 
the erection of a new school at Schuylerville 
for which a bond issue of $180,000 has been 
authorized. 

The proposition presented by the Little Falls 
board of education for the erection of a $250,000 
junior high school was defeated at a special 
school meeting on August 14th by a vote of 
668 to 239. 

An addition costing $24,000 will be erected 
to the North Lawrence school. 

The erection of a new school building at a 
cost of $4500 was authorized at the special 
meeting on July 28th of Hale’s Mills School 
District 1, town of Jamestown. 

By a vote of 106 to 43 taxpayers of Adams 
appropriated $60,000 for the completion of re- 
pairs and alterations to the high school and 
for the building of a gymnasium. 

By a vote of 44 to 4 the taxpayers of Glasco 
approved the proposition to build a new school- 
house to replace the one condemned by the 
Department. 


—_—o—— 


Defense Day Observed 
Throughout the Nation 


By proclamation of President Coolidge, Sep- 
tember 12th was observed at Defense Day. On 
that day test musters of the forces of the 
regular army, national guard and the reserves 
were held to set forth the new military policy 
of the United States, showing that the army 
has been reorganized to be primarily a force 
of citizen soldiers available for duty upon call 
of Congress, and that the selection of citizen 
soldiers is permanently decentralized to local 
boards. 

Public meetings and church services were 
also held and in a number of schools speakers 
explained the purposes of the day. 


Superintendent Reports 
Method of Improving Spelling 


Superintendent Frank R. Wassung of Nor- 
wich has reported to the Educational Measure- 
ments Bureau an interesting procedure in im- 
proving the teaching of spelling in his schools. 
His schools had previously used an old spelling 
textbook which was little more than a list of 
words. Apparently both Superintendent Was- 
sung and his teachers were not satisfied with 
this book. In the fall of 1923 the New York 
State spelling tests were given throughout the 
schools. The results of these produced a great 
deal of interest on the part of the teachers and 
they became anxious to find how much im- 
provement could be made by the use of a new 
text. Other forms of the spelling test were 
then given at the end of the year to determine 
the gains which had been made. A statement 
of the average scores for each grade on the 
first and second tests are given in the following 
table. 


First Second 

Grade test test 
_ SEE Ri oer ee 9.76 15.81 
| HENCE EN, Roe nate ee See 16.65 21.28 
Diicnkavanenknrincwiekmesen 22.43 25.23 
Deh carte Sewn date acie adie 27.18 28 .38 
ii xon nies te adawesenanicn 32.47 38.66 
PR 9-3 Soe TR See 36.81 39.59 
Divtctveisenneussvasevesas 42.54 43.99 
Superintendent Wassung had no way of 


knowing whether these gains are larger or 
smaller than those that would have been made 
had the old text been used but it is very ap- 
parent that these gains are practically as large 
as could ordinarily be expected in the average 
school throughout the country. The following 
quotation from a letter written before the close 
of school shows Mr Wassung’s estimate of the 
value which has resulted from the use of these 
tests : 

The first test was given last fall and the 
second test about a week ago. My purpose in 
giving them was to show what improvement 
could be worked in a subject by the use of a 
modern textbook. We had previously used an 
old textbook, simply a word list. At the begin- 
ning of the school year I introduced a new 
book and the results can easily be deduced from 
the inclosed list. We expect to take up 


standard tests much more extensively next year. 
I believe that after the first spelling test was 
given, our teachers took more interest in spell- 
ing and endeavored to improve their work. 
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Nazareth Academy Girl 
Heads Scholarship List 


Helen M. Ritz, a graduate 
Nazareth Academy, Rochester, 
of University scholarship 
announced by the Department. 
a college entrance diploma with an average of 
97.57. She intends to prepare for teaching at 
Nazareth College in Rochester. 

The Nazareth Academy pupils won twelve 
out of the twenty-five scholarships awarded 
Monroe county, and three out of the ten highest 
in the State. There were 320 
state honor list, indicating that they had re- 
ceived an average of 90 per cent or more. Last 
180 names on the honor list. 


last June of 
heads the list 
winners recently 
Miss Ritz won 


names on the 


year there were 
The ten highest on the honor list this year are: 


“° cent High school 


1 Ritz, Helen M....... 7.57. Nazareth Academy 

3 Swan, Mary B...... 36°93 Nazareth Academy 

3 Betts, Mary Colby... 96.69 Curtis H. S., New 
Brighton 

4 Bauman, Edna B. 96.62 Nazareth Academy 

5 Narins, Sylvia ...... 96.62 Hunter College 

6 Berenson, Selma Adele 96.37 Hunter College 

7 Friedman, Wilbur H. 96.35 Boys H. Ser. _B’klyn 

8 Darnell, Florence E.. 96.23 Batavia H. 

9 Nieberg, Saas sevevese 96.18 Eastern District H. 
S., Brooklyn 

10 Lee, Vito S. ........ 96.09 Utica Free Acad. 
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Academic Principals Form 
Students’ Honor League 


“In order to set a higher standard of scholar- 


ship, to encourage students to form more 


sys- 


tematic habits of study and to develop finer 


qualities of leadership, service and character,” 


the Associated Academic Principals have es- 


tablished the High School Honor League of 
the State of New York. The rules of the 
league follow: 

Any high school under the supervision of 


The University of the State of New York, 
shall be eligible for membership in the league. 
Associated Aca 
governing body 
empower 
to enforce 


The executive council of the 
demic Principals shall be the 
of the league and may appoint and 
such officers as they deem necessary 
its provisions. 

All students of a school which is a member 
of this league who shall have earned 54 Regents 
credits or what the State Department of Edu- 
cation shall allow as the equivalent thereof ; 
and who shall have maintained through such 
course a general average of 90 per cent, shall, 
after having been registered for the fourth 
year’s work, constitute a group from which 
the faculty may form a school society of all 
such as have been deemed worthy because of 
character, leadership and service, to be desig- 
nated as honor students. These shall be allowed 
to wear the honor emblem of the league. 


All students who at the beginning of the 
fourth year course may fail to qualify for the 
honor society of the school may become eligible 
in the middle of the school year provided they 
shall have earned 63 Regents credits or what 
the Department shall allow as equivalent and 
shall have maintained a general average of 90 
per cent. 

Any student who shall have failed to qualify 
for the honor society during his school course 
may become a graduate member by earning 72 
Regents credits or what the State Department 
shall allow as the equivalent thereof, providing 
such student shall have maintained a general 
average of 90 per cent. 

In determining the general average mentioned 
in the foregoing paragraphs, the teachers’ esti- 
mates of the student’s work throughout the 
course shall be averaged on an equal basis with 
the final examination marks to determine the 
rating for each subject. The general average 
shall be found by multiplying the final ratings 
of each subject necessary to obtain 54, 63 or 
72 counts required, by the number of Regents 
credits assigned to each subject and by dividing 
the sum of these results by the total number 
of credits assigned to all the subjects for which 
the student claims credit. 


The honor emblem shall consist of a gold fob 
or pin. 
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Commissioner's Greeting 


The Bluff, Lake Rosseau 
Ontario Highlands 
September 1, 1924 
To the Pupils and Teachers 
of the Schools of New York 

Dear Frienps: In a few days now we shall 
be back again at work. I hope that, like 
myself, you have all been invigorated by the 
vacation. Probably many of you have had an 
experience similar to mine in becoming ac- 
quainted with new people and places, and have 
found your bonds of friendship enlarged and 
your vision greatly broadened. There is nothing 
like travel and new environment for ridding 
us of our provincialism, prejudices and short- 
ness of spiritual insight. If we remain con- 
tinually within the same congenial but narrow 
circle, we may be happy after a fashion but 
we tend to grow unprogressive and complacent 
and to be afflicted with mental myopia and 
paralysis of our sympathies. 

This is clearly a day of world action. All 
the nations seem to be inextricably bound up 
together, and a crisis in any one seriously 
affects all the others. Each and every one is 


struggling, though somewhat blindly, toward a 
means of mutual aid and understanding. There 
is today no more important issue before the 
American people than what is to be done with 
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and for Germany, Russia and other European 
nations. Each of the candidates for the Presi- 
dency of the United States has found it in- 
cumbent upon him to announce a definite policy 
with reference to affairs in Europe, and one 
nominee for the second highest office was 
selected on the strength of a successful plan he 
had put forward with reference to rehabilita- 
tion of the Germans. 

We Americans can not remain isolated, and 
must claim our position of leadership in inter- 
national conference. For the career that is 
thrust upon us we shall need vision and sym- 
pathy, and to this end there is no means so 
potent as education. School life, however, is 
constantly widening its scope. It no longer 
consists alone of books and recitations, im- 
portant as these are, but includes all that relates 
to community and national action. It prepares 
us to live, and life is now something richer and 
more worth while than merely making a living. 
Should we not, because of our vacation, find 
ourselves not only refreshed and ready for 
school work, but also developed in breadth of 
mind and power of understanding ? 

With best wishes for a successful and happy 
year of school, I remain 

Very sincerely your friend 
FRANK PIERREPONT GRAVES 


0 


Let All See the Bulletin 


This Bulletin is intended for the use of the 
teachers and pupils as well as for the prin- 
Where there is a 
school Bulletin 
should be made easily accessible and placed in 
a regular file like any other magazine. If there 
is no library, the principal or teacher should 
take steps to see that an opportunity is given 
to all to make use of it. Jt should not be 
regarded as personal property of the principal 
or teacher or so kept as to make it difficult to 
be used. 


cipals and superintendents. 
library each number of the 


——o-——_ 


A title page and an index for volume 10 of 
the Bulletin to the Schools have been printed 
and may be had upon application to the 
Department. 


a) 


The corner stone for the new $255,000 ele- 
mentary school at Le Roy was laid on August 
27th. 





BULLETIN TO 


Regent Bridgman 
Sails on State Schoolship 


At the invitation of the of the 


state schoolship, Newport, Regent Herbert L. 


governors 


Bridgman accompanied the cadets on their 
annual North Atlantic cruise. The Newport, a 
Spanish-American War scout cruiser, thor- 


oughly reconditioned, left Glen Cove in com- 
mand of Captain Felix Riesenberg early in July 
for London and Havre, with about a week 
each in Cadiz and Palos, and on the homeward 
run, Funchal in Madeira, the cruise occupying 
about 3 months. After the return it is pro- 
posed to take the ship and school up the Hud- 
son as far as Newburgh and possibly Hudson. 

This “ancient mariner” has made three 
Peary Arctic auxiliary cruises: in the Falcon 
in 1894; Diana, in 1899, and Erik, in 1901, in 
command of the last two, and holds an honor- 
able discharge, “character, ability and seaman- 
ship good,” by the U. S. Shipping Commission, 
from his position as freight clerk at 25 cents 
a month in the Hawaiian Inter-Island’s new 
Haleakala on her maiden voyage last year from 
Philadelphia to Honolulu. 

While on the Newport, Regent Bridgman 
acts as instructor in geography and American 
history to the cadets, giving lectures and con- 
ducting discussions. 


—o-— 


Regional Conferences 
To Be Held This Fall 
Regional conferences for district superin- 
tendents will be held this fall according to the 
following schedule: 


Buffalo, State Normal School, September 
16th and 17th 
Syracuse, District Superintendent’s Office, 


Court House, September 18th and 19th 

Potsdam, State Normal School, September 
22d and 23d 

Albany, State Education Building, September 
25th and 26th 

New York, Parlor F, Hotel McAlpin, Oc- 
tober 2d and 3d 

The aim of the Department in planning the 
programs for the conferences is to make them 
helpful the work of administration and 
supervision. Emphasis will be placed upon the 


in 


problems of the one-room school and the rural 
high school. 
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THE 


Regent Bondy and 
Director Skinner Honored 

Regent William Bondy was honored by Syra- 
cuse University at its commencement in June 
when he received the degree of doctor of civil 
law. 

The New York State College for Teachers 
conferred on Avery W. Skinner, Director of 
the Examinations and Inspections Division of 
the Department, the of doctor of 
pedagogy. 


degree 





o— 


Constitution Day is September 17 
In a statement issued recently Commissioner 
Frank P. Graves called attention to the fact 
that September 17th will be the 137th anniver- 
sary of the signing of the Constitution of the 
United States, the hope that 
principals and teachers in the schools will take 
this occasion to impress upon the pupils the 
meaning and importance of our Constitution. 


and expressed 


- Oo=——- 


Regents Show Appreciation 
for Gifts to Library 


The of Regents has authorized the 
placing of a bronze tablet the Medical 
Library of the State Library in recognition of 
the generous gifts of books to the Library by 
the following Albany physicians: Dr Albert 
Vander Veer, Dr Willis Goss Macdonald, Dr 
Willis Gaylord Tucker, Dr Jesse Montgomery 
Mosher, Dr Joseph Davis Graig. 


Board 
in 


cnmeiieiaina 
Syllabuses Give Courses 
in U. S. Constitution 

Chapter 64 of the Laws of 1924 provides for 
the teaching of the Constitution of the United 
States in all of the schools of the State. An- 
nouncement has been made by the Department 
that as the Regents had already made pro- 
vision for this many years ago no separate or 
new syllabus is necessary. Teachers will find 
all the material in the following syllabuses: 

Syllabus for Elementary Schools in Civics 
and Patriotism, p. 29, ff., 77, ff. 

Syllabus in Civics, Ninth Grade or First (or 
Second) Year High School, p. 16, ff. 

Syllabus in Government, p. 17, ff. (Same in 
the Syllabus for Secondary Schools, p. 308, ff.) 

Syllabus in History, p. 130, ff., 200, ff., 211, ff. 
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President Coolidge Addresses N. E. A. Convention 


One of the outstanding features of the sixty- 
second annual convention of the National Edu- 
cation Association in Washington from June 
29th to July 4th was the address on the closing 
day of Calvin Coolidge, President of the United 
States. Fully 20,000 teachers attended the con- 
vention which was so comprehensive in scope 
that more than 700 addresses were delivered, 
and on one day alone forty meetings were held 
at which more than 300 papers on educational 
topics were presented. 

President Coolidge presented the cause of 
education as the handmaid of citizenship and 
good government, declared himself in favor of 

Department of Education and Relief, to be 
presided over by a Cabinet officer, and pointed 
out the needs for improvement in rural schools 
and for state aid for schools. His concluding 
words were: 

A new importance is attaching to the cause 
of education. A new realization of its urgent 
necessity is taking hold of the Nation. A new 
comprehension that the problem is only begin- 
ning to be solved is upon the people. A new 
determination to meet the requirements of the 
situation is everywhere apparent. The econ- 
omic and moral waste of ignorance will little 
longer be tolerated. This awakening is one of 
the most significant developments of the times. 
It indicates that our national spirit is reassert- 
ing itself. It is a most reassuring evidence 
that the country is recovering from the natural 
exhaustion of the war and that it is rising to a 
new life and starting on a new course. It is 
intent, as never before, upon listening to the 
word of the teacher, whether it comes from the 
platform, the schoolhouse or the pulpit. The 
power of evil is being broken. The power of 
truth is reasserting itself. The Declaration 
of Independence is continuing to justify itself. 

Earlier in his address the President had 
showed the necessity of education in realizing 
the ideals of the founders of this country and 
the purpose of the Declaration of Independence. 
One of the chief rights of an American citizen, 
he said, is a right to education. “ The oppor- 
tunity to secure it must not only be provided, 
but if necessary, it must be made compulsory.” 
Then he continued : 

It is in this connection that we are coming 
to give more attention to the rural and small 
village schools, which serve 47 per cent of the 
children of the Nation. It is significant that 
less than 70 per cent of these children average 
to be in attendance on any school day, and that 
there is a tendency to leave them in charge of 
undertrained and underpaid teachers. 

The advent of good roads should do much 
to improve these conditions. The old one-room 


country school, such as I attended, ought to 
give way to the consolidated school, with a 
modern building, and an adequate teaching 
force, commensurate with the best advantages 
that are provided for our urban population. 

While life in the open country has many 
advantages that are denied to those reared on 
the pavements and among crowded buildings, it 
ought no longer to be handicapped by poor 
school facilities. The resources exist with 
which they can be provided, if they are ade- 
quately marshalled and employed. 

Of the proposal for a department of educa- 
tion the President said: 

For a long time the cause of education has 
been regarded as so important and so pre- 
eminently an American cause, that the national 
Government has sought to encourage it, scien- 
tifically to investigate its needs, and furnish 
information and advice for its constant advance- 
ment. Pending before the Congress is the 
report of a committee, which proposes to estab- 
lish a Department of Education and Relief to 
be presided over by a Cabinet officer. 

Bearing in mind that this does not mean any 
interference with the local control and dignity, 
but is rather an attempt to recognize the im- 
portance of educational effort, such proposal 
has my hearty indorsement and support. 

The officers of the National Education Asso- 
ciation for 1924-25 are: president, Jesse H. 
Newlon, superintendent of schools, Denver, 
Colo.; treasurer, Cornelia S. Adair, teacher in 
junior high school, Richmond, Va.; vice presi- 
dents, Olive M. Jones, principal Public School 
120, New York City; Albert S. Cool, state 
superintendent of schools, Baltimore, Md.; 
Harold W. Foght, president, Northern Normal 
and Industrial School, Aberdeen, S. D.; J. M. 
Goote, state rural supervisor, Baton Rouge, La. ; 
Florence M. Hale, state agent for rural educa- 
tion, Augusta, Me.; L. O. Marberry, principal, 
Rockford, Ill.; Mary F. Mooney, vice prin- 
cipal, Washington School, San _ Francisco, 
Calif.; Helen B. Shove, principal, Minneapolis, 
Minn.; R. M. Sealey, state high school inspec- 
tor, Tallahassee, Fla.; A. A. Slade, superin- 
tendent of schools, Casper, Wyo.; Cora Steele, 
principal, Terre Haute, Ind.; W. O. Webb, 
superintendent of schools, Globe, Ariz. 

Dr Thomas E. Finegan, former Deputy Com- 
missioner of Education of New York and 
former State Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion of Pennsylvania, now Educational Director 
of the National Transportation Institute, was 
elected a member of the board of trustees. 


(Concluded on page 11) 
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Commissioner Encourages Teachers at Gettysburg Meeting 


Dedication to the great task “that the public 
schools, under God, shall have a new birth of 
freedom — and that education of the people, by 
the people, for the people, shall not perish from 
the earth” was asked of the teachers of Amer- 
ica by Dr Frank P. Graves, President of The 
University of the State of New York and State 
Commissioner of Education, in an address on 
July 4th at Gettysburg where teachers attend- 
ing the national Education Association meeting 
gathered for a patriotic pilgrimage 

Doctor Graves’ address, which concluded with 
an appeal modeled after the style of Lincoln’s 
address at Gettysburg, centered about the 
interest of the martyred President in education, 
and drew from his words and acts encourage- 
ment for the educators in America to continue 
to strive toward the goal that every boy and 
girl should be able to secure just as much 
training as he is capable of consuming. 

Such an ideal was Lincoin’s, he declared, for 
although the plain and unadorned sentences of 
a backwoodsman and rail-splitter put to shame 
the product of the finest scholarship of Europe 
and America, Edward Everett, Lincoln himself 
looked with regret upon his own want of oppor- 
tunity and, good father and citizen that he was, 
he was ever eager to give to his own children 
and those of all others every advantage of 
which he himself had been deprived, and “ this 
most modest but greatest of Americans needs 
ever have expressed an unalterable belief in the 
power of education at every stage.” 

Doctor Graves then quoted the following 
words from the address of Ulysses S. Grant at 
Des Moines a dozen years after the Gettysburg 
address : 

Encourage free schools. Resolve that either 
the state or the nation, or both combined, shall 
support institutions of learning sufficient to 
afford to every child growing up in the land 
the opportunity of a good education. With 
these safeguards I believe that our battles will 
not have been fought in vain. 

Commissioner Graves continued : 

Could any appeal better supplement the 
thought and words of Lincoln when applied to 
education? Does not General Grant seem as 
President himself to have fully caught the 
spirit of his old commanding officer and con- 
veyed to us the educational message that Lin- 
coln would have elaborated as the occasion 
arose? Surely we, the teachers of America, 
who have made this pilgrimage to the greatest 
of our national shrines should gather some- 


thing of the significance of this lesson. Even 
in these days of discouragement, when financial 
support of education has so lamentably failed 
to overtake the winged cost of living, we may 
listen to the calm guiding voices of Lincoln 
and of his great general, and find our nerves 
steadied and our courage strengthened. In th 
midst of the present onset upon our public 
schools and universities, when persons of wealth 
and influence are often complaining about thx 
expenditures involved in each step forward in 
education, we may comfort and steel our- 
selves by repeating the inspiring counsel of 
these two great patriots and companions in 
arms. Thus through our pilgrimage shall we 
once more knit up our sinews and renew our 
vows of fidelity to education and the future of 
America as expressed in the training of its 
youth. 


——_9Q——_- 


Convocation Dates 
are October 16th and 17th 
The sixtieth Convocation of The University 
of the State of New York will be held on 
October 16th and 17th. An interesting pro- 
gram is being arranged. Further announce- 
ments will be made in the October Ist Bulletin. 


——o— 


President Coolidge Addresses 
N. E. A. Convention 


(Concluded from page 10) 


Resolutions adopted by the convention include 
the following: urging teachers to inspire 
respect for law; urging the widest observance 

American Education Week; reaffirming un- 
qualified support of the proposed bill for the 
creation of a department of education with a 
secretary in the President’s Cabinet; acknowl- 
edging the contribution made to education by 
private institutions ; recommending the prepara- 
tion of a national code of ethics for the teach- 
ing profession; encouraging state legislation 
for the protection of teachers and emphasizing 
urging 
cooperation of parents, teachers and leaders in 


the necessity of a retirement system; 


religious, moral and educational work for char- 
acter building of boys and girls; affirming 
the belief that the Constitution should be 
taught in the upper grades of the elementary 
school; urging national literacy tests for vot- 
ing; urging ratification of the child labor 
amendment. 
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Recent Books on Education 


Compiled by Martha L. Phelps of the State 
Library 

Horn, J. L. Education of exceptional chil- 

dren. N. Y. Century Co. 1924. $2 

In this book an attempt is made to define the 
nature or degree of handicap or the excess of ability 
which make a child an educational problem, to deter- 
mine the types of exceptional children properly 
belonging to the public schools, to formulate a gen- 
eral theory of special education, to indicate the 
present status of exceptional children in the city 
schools, to deal with the various specific problems 
presented and to propose, as far as practicable, a 
constructive -educational policy for exceptional 
children. 

Irwin, E. A. and Marks, L. A. Fitting the 
school to the child: an experiment in pub- 
lic education. N.Y. Macmillan. 1924. $2 

As a record of one of the most remarkable educa 
tional experiments ever undertaken in any city this 
book is a contribution of permanent value to educa- 
tional literature. This experiment carried on in one 
of the largest elementary schools in New York City 
is also significant as a demonstration of how an 
unofficial body of citizens can cooperate in further- 
ing the work of a public school. 


Minor, Ruby. Principles of teaching prac- 
tically applied. Bost. Houghton. 1924. $1 


The student in training and the teacher in service 
may find in this volume the more important types 
of concrete experiences and practices and procedure 
of the classroom, organized under certain funda- 
mental psychological and pedagogical principles, with 
an explanation of how these principles apply in the 
daily work of the classroom teacher in the elemen- 
tary school. 


Payne, A. F. Administration of vocational 
education. N.Y. McGraw-Hill. 1924. $3 


A careful development of methods, standards, re- 
quirements and practices in the organization and 
administration of schools and classes in industrial 
education for agents, state and city directors and 
supervisors and particularly for superintendents of 
schools, colleges and universities. Special emphasis 
is placed on the administration of vocational indus- 
trial education under the Federal Vocational Educa- 
tion Law. 


Pechstein, L. A. and McGregor, A. L. Psy- 
chology of the junior high school pupil. 
Bost. Houghton. 1924. $2 

The authors of the present volume have given in 
simple and scientific form the much needed under- 


standing of the place and peculiar work of the 
junior high school. 


Wilson, H. B., Kyte, G. C. and Lull, H. G. 
Modern methods in teaching. N.Y. Silver 
Burdett. 1924. $1.60 


A concrete consideration of the teacher's class- 
room problems. 

Part 1 considers the background of classroom 
teaching and aims to give the teacher a definite, 
working, modern philosophy of education. 

Part 2 discusses the larger problems which con- 
front the classroom teacher —the problems of how 
to socialize and motivate the children’s experiences 
and how to teach the children in this socialized 
motivated situation. 

Part 3 deals with the more or less mechanical 
phases of teaching such as planning the program, 
etc. which are necessary to successful work. 


Court Upholds Commissioner 
in New York Case 


A decision has been rendered by Justice 
Charles E. Nichols denying the application of 
Lucille Nicol for an order of prohibition against 
the Commissioner of Education. 

In November 1923 the board of education of 
the city of New York appointed Lucille Nicol 
a district superintendent of schools for a pro- 
bationary term of 3 years. Her appointment 
was recommended by the board of superintend- 
ents of New York City. In February 1924 
an appeal was taken to the Commissioner of 
Education by Ira S. Wile, a resident and tax- 


payer of the city of New York. It was alleged. 


in the petition on appeal that Miss Nicol was 
not eligible to appointment to the position of 
district superintendent for the reason that she 
had not the qualifications prescribed by section 
869 of the Education Law. The appellant 
asked that the action of board of education of 
the City of New York in appointing Miss 
Nicol to the position of district superintendent 
be declared invalid, and that the board be re- 
quired to rescind its action and to remove Miss 
Nicol from her position. 

Miss Nicol thereupon applied to the Supreme 
Court for an order of prohibition for the pur- 
pose of preventing the Commissioner of Educa- 
tion from hearing and determining the appeal. 
The application for the order was argued before 
Justice Nichols at the special term. In the 
decision which he has rendered he finds that 
the Commissioner of Education has jurisdiction 
to entertain the proceeding. He holds that sec- 
tion 890 of the Education Law is sufficiently 
broad to confer jurisdiction upon the Commis- 
sioner to examine into the election of a district 
superintendent of schools in the city of New 
York and that his is the only tribunal which 
can determine the appeal. 


——_Oo——_ 


Foreign Students Visit 
Department of Education 
Eighteen foreign students of Teachers Col- 
lege, Columbia University, spent September 5th 
and 6th in the Department making a study of 
its various activities and learning how the edu- 
cational system of the State is administered. 
The eighteen students were natives of ten 
different foreign countries. 





es 
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Section 11 track team 


Section 11 Wins Track and Field Meet 


The track team of section 11, the west central 
group, won first place in the second annual state 
track and field meet conducted by the New 
York State High School Athletic Association 
at Cornell University on June 7th. This sec- 
tion points. Section 1, of Long 
Island, and section 2 of Westchester and Rock- 
land counties, were tied for second place with 
15% points each. 


scored 25% 


The points won by other sections follow: 
section 13, Buffalo, 14%; section 4, capital 
district, 13; section 8, south central district, 11; 
northeastern district, 814; section 7, 
east central district, 5; section 14, southwestern 
district, 4; section 10, Finger lakes district, and 
central Hudson Valley district, tied 
12, western district, 2; 


section 5, 


section 3, 
with 3 each; section 
section 9, central district, 1. 

The keenness of the competition is indicated 
by the fact that six new records were estab- 
lished, St Clair, of Technical High School, 
Rochester, winning the 440-yard dash in 504/5 


seconds; Barbutti, of Lawrence High School, 


running the half mile in 2 minutes, 5 sec- 


> 
onds; Schilke, of Hutchinson-Central High 
School, Buffalo, winning the one-mile run in 4 


? 
- 


minutes, 39 seconds; Connolly, of Technical 


High School, Rochester, taking first place in the 
hurdles in 262/5 seconds; Berry, of Bingham- 
ton Central High School, winning the pole vault 
with a leap of 11 feet, 2 inches; 


of Riverhead High School, putting the shot 42 


and Creighton, 


feet, 5 inches. 

There were 188 boys representing 72 schools 
in the contest. The preliminary events were 
held in the morning. At noon the officials and 
contestants were guests of the university at 
luncheon at which Dr Livingston Farrand, presi- 
dent of the university, and Jack Moakley, Cor- 
nell track coach, spoke. After viewing the 
Cornell campus, the contestants began the final 
events at 2 o’clock in the afternoon. 

The sportsmanship manifested by all the boy 
athletes was particularly noteworthy. Speak- 
ing of this, John F. Hummer, principal of the 


(Concluded on page 14) 
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Patchogue Pupils Are Highest in Physical Ability Test 


The summary of the results of the state 
physical ability test shows that continued physi- 
cal progress has been made by the boys and 
girls in our public schools, as shown by their 
increased ability to run, jump and climb, three 
fundamental muscular activities. 

The village of Patchogue, Long Island, has 
the honor of being grand champion. 


Sayville, Long Island, which was champion last 


state 


year is a very close second, less than a point 
behind Patchogue. Buchanan is third and Man- 
lius fourth. 

There was a 
schools in sections 4 and 5, but the total number 
of contestants was practically the same as in 
1923. 

A study is being made of the scoring stand- 
ards with the view to changing the require- 
ments for high honor and highest honor. It 


falling off in the number of 


has been brought out that in some of these 
events it is practically impossible for a pupil 
honestly to win 100 points without breaking the 
world’s records in the events. The argument is 
advanced that since this is not true for many 
of the events it ought not to be so for any. 

The problem of checking up on the 
results is very difficult and with the limited staff 
of the Physical Education Bureau it has been 
found impossible to visit all the schools with 
high scores to check records before comparative 
next 


final 


awards are made. It may be necessary 


season, it is said, to abolish the state champion- 


ships, but the plan will be continued for the 


benefit of the competition within the local 
schools and for those individuals who may be 
interested in winning the state honor emblems. 
The four highest awards in the various divi- 
sions are as follows: 
Total boys’ score: Almond, Argyle, South- 
ampton, Cuba. 
Total 


Patchogue, Manlius. 


girls’ score: Sayville, Buchanan, 


Senior division, total: Tuxedo Park, Schen- 


ectady, Patchogue, Sayville; senior boys: 
Almond, Schenectady, Argyle, Staatsburg; 
senior girls: Sayville, Patchogue, Tuxedo 


Park, Mount Vernon. 
Junior division, total: 
Manlius ; 
Southampton, Buchanan, 
girls: Manlius, Buchanan, Sayville, Patchogue. 
High total : Sayville, 
Schenectady, Peekskill; boys: 
nectady, Peekskill, Manlius; girls: 
Patchogue, Buchanan, Tuxedo Park. 
Grade school, total: Binghamton, 
Street School), Patchogue (Maple 
School), Buchanan, Yonkers (School 17) ; boys: 
Binghamton (Theodore School), 
Yonkers (School 17), Granville (Church Street 


Sayville, 
Almond, 


Buchanan, 


Patchogue, junior boys: 


Patchogue; junior 
Patchogue, 
Almond, Sche- 
Sayville, 


sche ol, 


(Alfred 
Avenue 


Roosevelt 


School), Almond; girls: Binghamton (Thomas 
Jefferson School), Manlius, Buchanan, Peeks- 


kill (Uriah Hill School). 





Nine States Require 
Bible Reading in Schools 


Nine states now require that the Bible be 
read at stated times in the public schools, ac- 
cording to information recently compiled in 
the Bureau of Fducation. These 
Alabama, Delaware, Georgia, Kentucky, Maine, 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and 
Three states, Maine, Delaware and 


States are 


Tennessee. 
Kentucky, have passed Bible-reading laws since 
the publication of Bureau of Education Bulletin 
1923, No. 15, in which six states were reported 
eae eee 

Dr John H. Finley, former State Commis- 
sioner of Education, was one of the speakers 
the new union school at 
The school was built 


at the dedication of 
Castleton on June 18th. 
at a cost of $100,000. 


Section 11 Wins 
Track and Field Meet 


(Concluded from page 13) 
Binghamton Central High School, and chairmar 
of the central committee of the athletic associa- 
tion, said: 

I did not hear a single complaint. I think 
there was not a single foul. It is a great thing 
for any boy to meet and match his powers 
against the boys from the various other sections 
of the State and to win over them or lose to 
them in a spirit of true sportsmanship. To win 
in the State meet is a great honor, for the com- 
petition is keen. To lose is no disgrace, for 
the competitors are worthy. I was pleased by 


the general impression which I feel must have 
been created upon the university by the sports- 
manship and performance of the boys and upon 
the schools all over the State by the evidence 
that the new association could handle so large 
an event in so satisfactory a manner and with 
such satisfactory results. 
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Cooperation Asked for Motor Vehicle Law 


School officials and pupils are interested in 
the new the State, which 


is just now being put in effect, and are asked 


motor vehicle law of 


by the Motor Vehicle Bureau to cooperate in its 
enforcement. It is designed to stop careless and 
reckless driving on the streets and highways. 
Of the more than 2000 persons killed by auto- 
mobiles in 1923, in New York State, one-half 
were boys and girls of school age. A great 
many of these victims of careless and reckless 
automobile drivers were either going to school 
or were on their way home from classes, when 
they were killed. 


The tragic feature of this condition is that 


most of the fatal accidents that occur from 
day to day are preventable; they are due in 
large part to reckless and careless driving. The 


last Legislature, answering the demand of Gov- 
ernor Smith, automobile clubs and associations, 
and citizens in general, passed a bill making 
statewide the operators’ licensing law which 
had been in effect in the metropolitan district 
of New York City 
adding drastic provisions 
drivers. The bill 
Smith and became a law on July Ist. 
its provisions the 

Vehicles, Charles A. 
to revoke or suspend the licenses of operators 


several and 
for 


signed by 


for years, 
regulation of 
Governor 
Under 
Commissioner of Motor 
Harnett, has the power 


was 


or chauffeurs found to be incapable of prudently 
and carefully operating a motor vehicle, also 
those drivers who may be able to drive care- 
fully but 
carelessly and recklessly. 


and prudently who actually drive 
Drastic enforcement of the new law will start 
the 1,250,000 or 
more operators outside the New York City dis- 
trict will have been licensed. When that task 
is accomplished the Motor Vehicle Bureau will 


on October Ist when all of 


strive to realize its chief aim—to save human 


lives. It also expects to save millions of dol- 
lars in property by preventing accidents on the 
streets and highways. 

Because complete enforcement can not be ac- 
complished until all motor vehicle operators are 
brought under license and the regulation that 


licensing will bring, Commissioner Harnett 
wants to have that task over with as soon as 
possible. He has erected the necessary per- 


sonnel force and the office machinery to finish 


the work by October Ist. The licenses are 


being issued at the headquarters of the Motor 


Vehicle Bureau in Albany at branches of the 
State Tax Department, of which the bureau is 
a part, in Utica, Syracuse, Rochester and Buf- 
falo, and elsewhere throughout the State at th« 
offices of county clerks. 

All of these issuing offices are now prepared 
to handle any number of applicants every work- 
ing day, and the work can be completed with- 


out any confusion before October Ist, if the 
motoring public will respond and apply for 
licenses at the earliest possible moment. If 
automobile operators should fail to respond 
with immediate applications for licenses, and 


work 
full enforcement may not be had after that date, 


the is not completed October Ist, then 


and there may be needless sacrifice of more 


human lives In urging motorists to act 


promptly, school officials and pupils can help 
greatly, for if a great many motor vehicle 
operators wait until the last day, difficulty will 
be experienced in issuing licenses 

letter 


distributed to every licensed operator, coopera- 


In a written by Governor Smith and 
tion is asked in helping the State save human 


lives by reducing the number of automobil 
accidents 


Library Association Issues 
Book List for High Schools 


A basic list of “ Books for the High School 
Library has been compiled by a joint commit- 
tee of the National Education Association and 
the 
lished by the American Library Association, 86 
East Randolph street, Chicago, IIl 
list of 1570 books 


pamphlets needed in every high school library, 


American Library Association, and pub- 


It is a classified and 


in the opinion of seven representative teachers 


and high school librarians. It is indexed by 


author, title and subject. The publisher, price 
and a brief descriptive note are given for every 
title. 

A few books in the list are suggested as a 


nucleus for any high school library. Others 
are indicated for first purchase wherever pos- 


sible. 


are also indicated 


Books suitable for use by young students 


Pupils of the Rochester public schools aver- 
aged nearly $4000 a week in school bank de- 
posits during the school year 1923-24. 
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Notes from the Field 


A training class for teachers was started this 
fall in Hudson. , 





o—— 

A department of public speaking and debating 
was started in the Gloversville High School 
this fall. 

eamctiiicaae 

Alumni of the New York State College for 
Teachers have pledged $112,000 for the erec- 
tion of a student dormitory. A campaign for 
$300,000 for the building is being conducted. 





Oo--— 


The proposition to establish a department of 
homemaking in the Waterloo public schools was 
carried by a vote of 124 to 87 at the annual 
school meeting on August 6th. 

a 

Van C. Whittemore of Geneva has been 
named director of the New York State School 
of Agriculture at Canton. He succeeds R. H. 
Rorebeck who resigned after serving for 5 
years. 

aitiiiaiiah 

A memorial tablet was dedicated on June 15th 
in the assembly hall of School 24, Rochester, to 
the former pupils of that school who served in 
the World War. On the tablet were inscribed 
the names of 179 men and women. 


Oo 





Seven hundred persons attended the dedica- 
tion of the new school at East Rockaway on 
June 24th. Dr Charles F. Wheelock, former 
Assistant Commissioner for Secondary Educa- 
tion of the Department, was the principal 
speaker. 

ae eee 

Patrick Henry McQuade, dean of the Albany 
school teachers and principal of School 21, was 
honored by his associates of the city and State 
at a dinner on June 18th. Tribute was paid 
to his service as a teacher for 59 years. Mr 
McQuade received the honorary degree of doc- 
tor of pedagogy from the New York State 


College for Teachers last June. 
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With simple exercises the corner stone of the 
new high school at Dolgeville was laid on 
August 9th. 

The Johnstown board of education on June 
16th voted to give a bonus to teachers who 
attended summer schools. 

Central Park Intermediate School of Schenec- 
tady has begun the publication of “Scrip,” a 
magazine for pupils of the school. 

—_—_o——- 

C. E. Meleney, retired associate superintend- 
ent of New York City schools, has been elected 
superintendent of schools at Great Neck. 


The Dutchess County Teachers Association 
has begun the publication of the Dutchess 
County Teacher devoted to the interests of 
teachers of the county. 





Oo-—— 

The high school of Trumansburg was burned 
on August 24th at a loss of $75,000. Fire 
caused damage of $15,000 to the same building 
last spring. 

‘cual 

Shortly after receiving the degree of doctor 
of pedagogy from St Lawrence University in 
June, Dr John B. Laidlaw, superintendent of 
schools at Niagara Falls, was the guest of 
honor at a dinner given by the Niagara Falls 
Teachers Association. 

— O——_ 

The West Babylon Board of Education has 
engaged an additional teacher for this year, and 
at a special meeting of the taxpayers held June 
10th, a resolution to raise $3000 to furnish the 
new room was carried. Principal H. B. Callin 
of Haines Falls is to succeed A. L. Richardson 
who will be supervising principal at Bellport 
this year. Principal Walter C. Hoag of Bell- 
port has accepted the principalship of a junior 
high school in South Norwalk, Conn, 
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